Termites actually help maintain an ecological balance. + A mature Subterranean Termite nest contains millions of

As scavengers they break down fallen trees into nutrients for the residents. The queen termite, with the cooperation of the king
Leh, y cannot distinguish between termite, is like an egg-laying machine, producing as many as 20,000
Jitat. As a result, they are the single most egps per day - and she lives for up to 20 years.

to timber structures and furmiture Subterranean worker
termites are the true culprits.
They are often called 'white \ " o They digest cellulose in timber
ants’. Termites resemble ants and gl Tl Ll | O G i _l with the aid of special organisms
their bodies tend to be pale. However T R e ™ iy - (protozoans) in their guts. They
they are actually more related to the » : N - then secrete food matenals from
cockroaches than any other insect. e W SR i > : their mouths and anuses which
T . 4 they use to feed the soldiers and
Of the three types, the Subter- ; N0, Sk reproductives. Worker termites
ranean Termites are the most o e e build mud-tubes (similar to our
common. The other two are LR it » g - '; : MRT) that lead them safely from
Drywood and Dampwood Termites. . their nest located in the sodl to the
- ; timber structures on which they
Termites are social insects. ' j i ¥ feed.
They live in large colonies — 2 .
caste system .EJF -q-_.--.'_wh:.Er'.a. *;c;-lﬂu_&r'-.; 'M B e s e Tormite ok osting 5 ducens v Soldier termites defend
and reproductives (including the king numerous kings, soldiers, workers and nymphs, : the colony from their
and queen termites). common enemy, the ants. In
an established colony. they will make clicking sounds if you disturb
Termites feed on cellulose found in timber and wood- their activity. Heard clearly at night. this sound is made by knocking
based products. |f left unchecked, they can wreck havoc in their large mandibles (jaws) on the timber structure.
timber structures and furniture of buildings. In their tireless
search for food, they embark on exploratory feeding thus The reproductives 'swarm’ when the atmosphere is humid.
damaging electncal winngs and conduits, even though these do In order to improve the colony's chances of survival the reproductives
not contain cellulose. "swarm' just before the rains. They can be often seen flying around
lighted bulbs and they can be a nuisance at dinner time.

Termites Survival Behaviour

There is no cemetery, the dead are eaten by the living. If the queen termite's fertility wanes, workers lick her to death and
In prolonged drought, eggs and nymphs are eaten. then she is eaten.
Termites lick one another to groom / sanitise (equivalent to us bathing!) If the ground water-table rises, the nest activities move upwards

and eat the fatty exudation.



